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Besides constructing the projects, students also had to research their subjects in depth and create posters
explaining what they learned.

The program was able to secure funding from the Kiwanis Club of Stamford and Pitney Bowes.

"Funding was a big issue, and volunteers was another. It was hard for this to be an after-school program, so
that's why we did this as a night program,” said Lorraine Masone, co-president of the Parent Teacher Council of
Stamford.

Peter Dowling, co-founder of Stamford Robotics and co-organizer of the Junior FIRST League, referred to K.T.
Murphy as "one of the success stories" for this year's event.

"The money comes from various sources, but the true effort of this is the people effort, the volunteers," Dowling
said. "We've been really amazed that people from the community have really stepped up, from businesses to the
schools, parents and the high school mentors.

"Many programs come and go, and this is 100 percent volunteer. You want to build a framework. We want to
keep this going because the community is engaged," Dowling said.

Bittel agreed.

"The parental participation has been great. We require the parents to attend a minimum of four sessions, and I
think the parents enjoyed themselves as much as the kids," Bittel said.

Joe Larriuz, whose son Christopher is in the younger group, said he was glad to lend a helping hand with the
street sweeper he helped build with the children.

"This was something different, and I got to set something elaborate with these gears," Larriuz said.

Rosemary Bittel, coach of the K thru 2nd grade Lego team at KT
Murphy of Stamford, helps Brandon Diaz, 7, a 2nd grader, left,
put the final touches on their team's project, titled,
"Rollerblades Green Transportation“ Wednesday, Feb. 3rd, 2010.
The team will be competing this Sunday in a local competition.

Wednesday, Feb. 3rd, 2010.
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